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Local News Update
Welcome to your January 2021 Newsletter for your area ...

The Christmas and New year periods are over and we all
find ourselves back in a National Lockdown due to the
Coronavirus Pandemic. This time is year is extremely
difficult regardless of the pandemic and people may often
feel isolated and alone. Please remember to stay in touch
with family, neighbours or even vulnerable neighbours
without putting yourself and others at risk. I have provided
some contact numbers of helplines in this newsletter to use
yourself or pass onto anyone you may think may need
them.
We also see an increase in domestic violence during
lockdown periods. Please remember you are allowed to
leave your address to escape this violence and we are still
here to help. Please call 999 in an emergency and we will
be there to help you.
The police have the task of enforcing the current lockdown
measures and we thank everyone for doing their part and
sticking to the rules. However there is still a minority that
think the rules don’t apply to them. If this is you, and you
are caught, we will take robust action and you will find
yourself in receipt of a Fixed Penalty Notice. Please stay
home and help save lives.

Deb Bromley
PCSO 23175 BROMLEY

Deb.bromley@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
runcorn.lpu@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

Police surgery - upcoming meetings
Due to the current restrictions, we are unable to carry out face-to-face surgeries for the time being.
Digital surgeries are being held weekly and will be advertised on the Facebook and Twitter pages.
I can be contacted by direct message on Facebook and Twitter.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Burglary & Theft


A stolen scooter was recovered from woodland near to Northwich Road on 6th
January after a report from a member of the public.



On 19th January, several items were reported stolen from a vehicle parked in
Lockgate East overnight.

Suspicious Activity


A resident reported seeing males on the roof of a nearby property on Nortonwood
Lane on 6th January.



Two males were seen taking pictures of dogs in the garden of a property on Canal
Reach late on the evening of 20th January.



Two youths were sighted pushing a large motorbike on Nortonwood Lane on 21st
January. A search of he area was made, but the youths could not be located.

As a result, patrols have been increased in the Windmill Hill area.

Anti-social Behaviour


Several residents reported youths throwing eggs at properties in the area of Phoenix
Park in early January.

Criminal Damage


A wing mirror was damaged in Norton Hill on 16th January.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Off-Road Bikes

We continue to appeal to residents to contact us in confidence either via the social media
private messaging channels, via 101 or at our LPU email address:
RUNCORN.LPU@CHESHIRE.PNN.POLICE.UK if they have any information about where nuisance motorbikes are stored, who is riding them, or detailed descriptions of the bikes or
their riders.
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Protect your home by protecting your garden
Protecting your garden and outbuildings not only keeps bikes and other valuables in your
shed safe, but can also stop burglars getting into your home.

1. Low front boundary; keep hedges and walls at the front of your house low (under one

metre) so burglars have nowhere to hide.
2. Secure side gate; keep side gates locked at all times. Open gates mean burglars can easily
access your home without being seen by passers-by or neighbours.
3. High side and rear boundaries with trellis and spiky defensive planting; keep hedges,
walls and fences around your back garden high (over 1.8 metres). Add lightweight trellis to
gates and fences and plant some prickly plants to make it harder for burglars to climb over.
4. Gravel driveway and path; gravel driveways and paths make it harder for burglars to go
undetected.
5. Security light; install an outside security light so that intruders can’t approach without
being seen.
6. Intruder alarm system; install a burglar alarm system.
7. Secure your shed; always keep your shed locked and secured, and make sure it is anchored down to prevent it from being lifted in order to gain access. Often sheds contain
valuables such as power tools and bicycles. Never leave tools lying around; never leave
tools lying around as they can be used as a way of breaking into your home.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Extra steps you can take
Consider buying a shed alarm. These are usually quite cheap but still effective.
Add an extra layer of protection to shed windows with laminate sheets of film or internal
metal grills.

Create a natural defence against burglary
Planting particular shrubs (in their mature or semi mature form) along garden walls and
fences can make it harder for burglars to access your property or put them off completely.
To maximise this effect plant them close to each other.
We recommend planting any of the following:
 Berberis
 Osmanthus
 Forget
 Poncirus
 Crataegus
 Pyracantha
 Aralia
 Chaenomeles
 Ribes
 Oplopanax
 Elaeagnus
 Robinia
 Colletia
 Ilex
 Climbing roses
 Maclura
 Mahonia
 Ligustrum (privet), or laurel
 Smilax and Zanthoxylum

Live in a ground floor flat or share a communal garden?
You can still make use of these tips by planting in front of ground floor windows to prevent
easy access.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Residents urged to beware of loan sharks on social media
The England Illegal Money Lending Team (IMLT) has launched a new campaign
aimed at tackling illegal money lending on the internet and warning of the dangers
of online loan sharks.
The #SharkFreeSurfing campaign comes amid concerns more people are falling
prey to unscrupulous lenders online. Statistics show one in five victims met their
lender on social media in the first half of 2020.
Loan sharks are increasingly using social media platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat, to advertise their illegal loans and target potential victims.
These criminals will lure people in with seemingly attractive loan offers but will
quickly resort to intimidation, threats and violence to enforce repayment and trap
borrowers in a spiral of debt.

A loan shark is someone who lends money without the correct authorisation from
the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).
It is important to remember that the loan shark is committing a crime and you are
not in trouble if you have borrowed from an illegal money lender.
Tony Quigley, Head of the England Illegal Money
Lending Team, said: “We are aware that loan sharks
are becoming more active on social media, particularly
in community groups and on local selling pages.
“People throughout our communities are struggling
financially due to the pandemic, and the increased
pressures to not only meet monthly bills,
but also the added expense of
Christmas, may make them more at risk
of being targeted by illegal money
lenders. If you spot a suspicious loan
advert online, report it to us so we can
help.”
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How to protect yourself from loan sharks online:
Know who you're dealing with.
If you've only ever met someone online or are unsure of the legitimacy of a lender,
take some time to do a bit more research. Check the lender is authorised by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). If not, don’t borrow from them - report to the Stop
Loan Sharks team.
Beware of loan adverts with no credit checks.
Loan sharks have been known to advertise in community groups and on local
selling pages. They may seem friendly and accommodating, but their behaviour
can quickly change, and you might be harassed or threatened if you get behind
with your repayments. Lenders must carry out credit checks to make sure
borrowers can afford to pay back their loans. You should never hand over your
bank details to strangers, even if they lure you with attractive offers. Remember, if it
looks too good to be true, it probably is.
Beware of any requests for your details or money.
Loan sharks may ask for copies of your passport or
pictures of your house, the street and your house
number. Never send money or give card details, online
account details or copies of personal documents to
anyone you don’t know or trust.
The Stop Loan Sharks Helpline 0300 555 2222 will
remain open 24 hours a day over the festive period.
Anyone with concerns about loan sharks can access
support via live chat between 9am and 5pm on weekdays (excluding bank holidays) at
www.stoploansharks.co.uk.
Before you borrow, check your lender is authorised by the FCA at https://
register.fca.org.uk/s/
The Stop Loan Sharks App is free to download on both iOS and Android devices
from the Apple App Store and Google Play Store.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Roads Policing
Trucam has been carried out this month on Pitts Heath Lane, Chester Road, Runcorn Road
and Northwich Road. Further speed enforcement will continue.
Parking monitoring will continue in the surrounding areas of the schools in the area at start
and finish times. Please make sure you park legally and considerately when picking up and
dropping off children, this is for the safety of the children and to ease congestion around
busy times.
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Home Watch for YOUR area
We are keen over the coming months
try to advertise the introduction of
Neighbourhood Watch schemes in
Daresbury & Windmill Hill area via
the Cheshire Alert web page.
If any members of Cheshire Alert
would like to set-up and become a
coordinator of a watch scheme then
we, as the police, will offer support
and advice in any way we can.
My e-mail is attached at the top of
this newsletter and I look forward to
hearing from anyone who wishes to
set-up a scheme that we can get
involved with.

Alternatively follow this link - https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/

to

News Stories From Your Local Area
Immobilise
Immobilise is the world's largest free register of possession
ownership details. These details are searchable by all UK
Police Forces and form a very effective tool in helping to
identify and return recovered, lost or stolen personal
property to its rightful owner. These details are held on a
secure system that is approved to Government standards.
Can I register my mobile phone? –Yes, you will need to
create an account that you have total control over. You will
need the IMEI number, make and model of your phone. You
can enter other property on your account and will need descriptions, serial numbers and photographs of your prized
possessions.
How do I get the IMEI number of my phone? - The IMEI is usually found printed inside the battery
compartment of the handset, except on iPhones where it is located on a pull-out tray. It can also be
displayed on the screen of the phone by entering *#06# into the keypad. If your phone is new, the IMEI
should also be labelled on the side of the box. Your network provider can also provide you with your IMEI.
What happens when my phone is registered? - Should your phone be lost or stolen, and Police recover it,
they can quickly establish who the real owner is and restore the property.
Can I highlight my phone as stolen on my account? - Yes, Immobilise has a feature for the owner of a
phone to instantly update the status on their account as lost or stolen. It is still essential that you report it
to your network and police if stolen.
Please visit the immobilise website to register your items by clicking this hyperlink https://
www.immobilise.com/
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Community Speed Watch
provides an opportunity for
residents to take positive action
in respect of road safety within
a controlled environment.
As the local PCSO I will
co-ordinate the scheme at a
local level with the Community
Speed Watch Volunteers and
Local Authority. Community Speed Watch Volunteers are responsible for adherence to
procedural guidelines regarding the handling of evidence, data protection and all operating
rules.
All speed watch sites will be risk assessed by the appropriate Local Authority in
consultation with Cheshire Police’s area Traffic Management Officer and will include
directional flow of traffic.
High visibility clothing will be provided by the appropriate Local Authority. A Community
Speed Watch is designed to be used in situations which require the monitoring of speed of
vehicles in pursuit of the following activities:


Reduce death and injury on the roads.



Improve the quality of life for local communities.



Reduce traffic noise and pollution in local communities.

If you are interested in participating in a community speed watch scheme then drop me an
email for further details: deb.bromley@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
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Cheshire Police Alert System
I realise that I have sent all members this update via Cheshire police alert! However I am
asking that you recommend the Alert service to all of your friends, family and colleagues.
They can either sign up themselves or ask any PCSO or police officer including myself to
sign them up. This way, myself and other police officers can contact a great number of
people with any important updates or alerts. (Including the monthly newsletter)
Sign up at…
https://www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/
Or if they prefer they can call 101 and ask an officer to sign them up. Easy!

‘Cheshire Police Alert is the community messaging system brought to you by Cheshire
Constabulary and servicing the whole of Cheshire.
By registering with Cheshire Police Alert, you receive news and appeals, local crime
information and crime prevention advice - direct to you as an e-mail, mobile text or voice
message.
Registering with this site is completely free, and not only allows you to receive messages
about your local area, but also allows you to feed back information to your local policing
teams to help them better police your neighbourhood.

News Stories From Your Local Area

Cheshire Police has launched its new approach to community policing, which will see
dedicated police officers assigned to each of the county’s 122 policing areas to tackle
crime and support communities.

They will spend more time in the heart of their dedicated communities and be given time
to deal with issues that matter most to local residents.
Another benefit of the changes is local residents will have more opportunities than ever
before to directly contact their officers - either online, through social media, or face-toface during police surgeries.

