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NEIGHBOUR OF THE YEAR
AWARDS 2021
Lynnette Pryke crowned Neighbour of the Year 2021

Lynnette Pryke from Alford in Lincolnshire has
been crowned our 2021 Neighbour of
the Year!
Lynnette’s story of heroism began just as the
UK was plunged into lockdown last March –
feeling compelled to act quickly, she set up a
community support network called Alford Hub
to bring together her remote rural
Lincolnshire community.
Since then, Alford Hub has dealt with a
staggering 49,000 appeals for help from
local people in all manner of ways, including
arranging prescription deliveries and
supporting people living with dementia. The
Covid isolation team collects and delivers
shopping for local residents. The hub also
provides much needed mental health and
wellbeing support.
In November 2020 Lynnette sadly contracted
Covid herself but was so committed to carrying
on the invaluable work of the hub that she
continued running it from her hospital bed.
She is now being treated for long Covid and
needs oxygen every day.

Lynnette, who has just become a grandmother
for the first time, has been volunteering for
the last 31 years. Five years ago, Lynnette
had a stroke which has affected one side of
her body. Despite her own health challenges,
she continues to successfully grow the hub,
bringing new services and support to
the community.
Lynnette said: “I am so honoured and humbled
to have won Neighbour of the Year. To me,
community means everything. Last Christmas,
the hub delivered shopping and Christmas
presents to people in Alford who we knew
would be alone.
That’s what this is all about. Helping others.
I’d like to thank all the wonderful volunteers
who have helped make Alford Hub what it
is today.”
Read the full article here or watch BBC One’s
Morning Live clip here (26:18 - 33:00).
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Big-hearted Noah,10, crowned Young Neighbour of the Year 2021

Big-hearted ten year old Noah from Wylam,
Northumberland, has won this year’s Young
Neighbour of the Year after being inspired by
his hero Marcus Rashford and his Grandma
who helped set up a charity that supports
the community.
So moved by the campaign and the plight of
other children, Noah organised his first charity
walk to raise money for Fenham Association of
Residents (FAR) and to raise awareness of the
issue of food poverty.
The youngster walked a local eight mile loop
twice across one weekend with some of his
friends to raise awareness for his campaign.
With a homemade t-shirt and badge on his
backpack, he stopped to talk to people along
the way to let them know what he was doing
and how they could support him.

The funds will be used to buy Christmas
presents which will be handed out to young
refugees in the area by North East Solidarity
and Teaching (NEST) – a student-led
organisation based at Newcastle University
which aims to support those fleeing from
conflict.
Noah, said: “Wow! I’m so happy to win this
Award. People like Marcus Rashford really
inspire me to help others- it’s not fair that
some children don’t have enough food or won’t
get any Christmas presents.
I think if we all work together we can make a
big difference. My Grandmother helped to set
up a charity in 1991 which helps people in our
local community and it has really showed me
how important it is to think of other people.”
Read the full article here.

Noah, who was nominated for the accolade by
mum Dee, embarked on his next charity walk
earlier this month, in aid of refugees and those
wanting to find a better life for their families.
He walked 10 miles through sleet and rain from
his home in Wylam to Newcastle city centre
raising an impressive £620.

DECEMBER 2021 | 2

Keyham Neighbourhood Watch earns Community of the Year
2021 title
Keyham Neighbourhood Watch has been
crowned the UK’s Community of the Year – a
category which we introduced for the first time
this year.
The Plymouth-based Neighbourhood Watch
group, led by Coordinator Kevin Sproston, was
nominated by people living in the area for the
way in which it supported locals emotionally,
physically and mentally during the Covid
pandemic and also for the unique ways it
coordinated help for people in the aftermath of
the devastating shootings which took place
in August.
The Neighbourhood Watch team were
immediately visible on the ground informing the
community of what was happening and that they
should stay safe indoors. They organised vigils
so the community could come together in their
grief and respectfully led tributes to those that
had died.
They have been praised for all the wonderful
work they do in the local community, including
being the first community to start a Covid
telephone helpline in Plymouth and forming a
strategic response including shopping for the
vulnerable and those shielding, and setting up
a food bank and food parcel delivery scheme
helping over 40 families a week in the area over
the lockdown period.

Kevin Sproston, Coordinator of Keyham
Neighbourhood Watch, said: “It is a
huge honour to be Co-op Insurance and
Neighbourhood Watch’s Community of the Year
and we will continue to live up to that name
and reputation. To receive this Award and for
the team to be recognised in this way is a really
touching moment for us all.”
“I can’t express how much amazing work and
dedication goes on behind the scenes by the
team: Sarah Jude the Vice Chair, Simon Powell
the Treasurer plus Lena Morgan, Laura Meryvn,
John Ward, Kicki Lamerton and Hazel Lynch
including our local community leaders, local
councillors and associates. As well as Zoe
Stevens our local Co-op member pioneer who
has been a huge asset to our area.
As always, we look forward to helping our area
move forward positively and will continue to
make Keyham as good as the people in it.”
Read the full article here.
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