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Welcome to the December 2021 Newsletter
for your area.
Happy New Year everyone! I hope you
have had a safe and peaceful festive
period!
It’s impossible to not be aware of the news
regarding Covid-19 and the spread of the
Omicron variant. Please be mindful of the
current restrictions, don’t put yourself or
others at risk, remember hands face space
and wear a mask when required.
Paul Barker
PCSO 22212 Barker
Paul.Barker@cheshire.police.uk
runcorn.lpu@cheshire.police.uk

Police surgery - upcoming meetings
Face-to-face meetings will return when it is appropriate to do so.
Digital surgeries are being held weekly and will be advertised on the Facebook and Twitter pages in advance.

Roads Policing
Officers focus on collision hotspot for Operation Jingles
Runcorn officers have been focusing on a local collision hotspot as part of this years
Christmas Operation against drink and drug driving.

Officers have been paying extra attention to the A56 in Daresbury and sections of the
Daresbury expressway. The pictured vehicle was involved in a single car RTC of which the
driver subsequently failed a drugs wipe for Cocaine and cannabis and was arrested.
Using drugs or drinking and driving is never acceptable and can only end in misery.

Road safety
Fixed penalty notices issued for dangerous parking
Since taking over the area one of the most frequent complaints I hear is of poor parking
in residential areas. I’ve been visiting a lot of the areas where issues have been
highlighted and a number of tickets have been issued.

Please make sure if you are visiting relatives over the festive period or simply just
parking your vehicle up at home that you are not obstructing traffic, footpaths or
drop kerbs. One of the most common parking complaints we receive is that of
vehicles blocking driveways. Parking across a driveway thereby blocking a vehicles
access to the highway is an offence and can result in a fixed penalty notice being
issued and having your vehicle towed away. Please be mindful and respectful of
others when parking anywhere other than your own property.

News Stories From Your Local Area
Preston Brook Christmas lights switch on
It was a pleasure to attend the
Christmas lights switch on in Preston
Brook earlier this month. A brilliantly
organised event that was really well
attended by the local community
despite the bitter cold wind that
evening.
It was great to meet and chat to so
many locals and listen to some of
their concerns about the local area.
The highlight of the evening was of
course meeting Santa in the
beautifully decorated community
garden.
A huge well done to the staff and
volunteers at the Village Hall for
organising the event for the local
community.

I want to hear from you

Residents Voice Survey
One of the most important things for any officer when they take over a new beat is
understanding the local issues. Since taking over I’ve had some great discussions whilst
out and about and had some really informative messages via social media and during my
online surgeries.
It’s important to me that you help set our local policing priorities so we can give you the
best service possible.
If you can spare 2 minutes please follow the link to the Cheshire Police website and fill
out the survey. There are questions about how safe you feel where you live and the most
important question “What should our one priority be” Obviously there are lots of
priorities we will focus on but I want to know what concerns you most.
Many thanks, Paul 22212
WWW.cheshire.police.uk/residentsvoiceruncorn

News Stories From Your Local Area
Local officers help serve Christmas lunch at Sandymoor Academy
It was great to be invited to Sandymoor Ormiston Academy this month to help serve
Christmas lunch to the pupils. Myself, PC Saul and PC Hampson had a great time chatting
to the kids across the lunch and making sure their drinks were kept well topped up.
Huge thanks to the staff for the opportunity to engage with the kids and for the lovely
lunch afterwards.

Winter car security
Don’t give thieves a ‘lift’ this winter
As soon as the really cold weather arrives with heavy frost and snow we receive reports of
car theft where keys have been left in vehicles whilst they defrost or ‘warm up’ on victims
driveways.
As tempting as it is to go back inside
and leave a vehicle running to warm
it up a thief can take advantage of
this and because you have willingly
left the vehicle unlocked with the
keys in your insurance may not pay
out if you need to claim.

It’s really important before setting off
on a journey that you clear all your
windows of frost or snow so that you
have good visibility. Every year we are
called to RTC’s where the cause has
been impaired visibility. Failing to clear
your windows correctly could see you
being stopped by officers and being
issued with a ticket. Stay safe and keep
others safe, don’t take the risk.

Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood Watch

Roads Policing
FATAL 5
What are the Fatal 5?


Careless driving



Drink and drug driving



Not wearing a seatbelt



Using a mobile phone



Speeding

Trucam has been carried out on Pitts Heath
Lane in Sandymoor with several vehicles
activating the device.
We also spent time in Moore village on
Runcorn road but had no activations which
was good news.

What happens behind closed doors
doesn’t have to stay there

Cheshire is opening the door on unhealthy relationships
Domestic abuse doesn’t have to stay behind closed doors. Open The Door is there to help
people get the help they need and to bring this hidden crime out into the open.
Domestic abuse, whether it’s emotional, psychological or physical abuse, affects people
regardless of gender, social group, class, age, race, religion, disability, sexuality or lifestyle
and can begin at any time whether in a new relationship or after many years together.
If you are concerned a family member or friend is a victim of domestic abuse, there are
warning signs to look out for which include:


Suddenly very quiet and nervous



Not keeping commitments and appointments



Making excuses not to see you



Acting nervously



Worried about what their partner/carer/sibling will think or do



Acting secretively



Changing their appearance

Don’t ignore your intuition, if you think something isn’t right, do something about it – have
that conversation and find out what you can do to provide support. For more information
visit www.openthedoorcheshire.org.uk

Residents urged to beware of loan sharks on social media

Contact us - Stop Loan Sharks
Loan sharks are increasingly using social media platforms, such as Facebook, Instagram
and Snapchat, to advertise their illegal loans and target potential victims.
With Christmas approaching it could be easy to give into pressure to get your kids the
latest tech by taking out a loan from someone that at first appears to be helping you out
or doing you a favour. Things can change very quickly though...
These criminals will lure people in with seemingly attractive loan offers but will quickly
resort to intimidation, threats and violence to enforce repayment and trap borrowers in a
spiral of debt.
A loan shark is someone who lends money without the correct authorisation from the
Financial Conduct Authority (FCA).
It is important to remember that the loan shark is committing a crime and you are not in
trouble if you have borrowed from an illegal money lender.
Tony Quigley, Head of the England Illegal Money Lending Team, said: “We are aware that
loan sharks are becoming more active on social media, particularly in community groups
and on local selling pages. “People throughout our communities are struggling financially
due to the pandemic, and the increased pressures to not only meet monthly bills, but also
the added expense of Christmas, may make them more at risk of being targeted by illegal
money lenders. If you spot a suspicious loan advert online, report it to
us so we can help.”

You can report a loan shark by scanning the QR
code with your smartphone and following the link

Is your vehicle winter ready?
Don’t get caught out!
Top tips to make sure your vehicle is winter ready.
While the cold can cause lots of problems for cars, up to half of them can be prevented by
regular servicing and maintenance checks.
Checking your battery is one of the first things you should do. A battery has an effective
working life of about five years.
Top up your engine coolant with antifreeze, Engine coolant should be a 50/50 mix of water

As a car’s tyres are key to both steering and braking, it is essential they’re in good
condition. This is always the case regardless of the weather, but it’s of particular
importance when it’s wet and icy.
Check tyres for pressure and tread depth, the AA recommend a minimum of 3mm depth
during the winter, compared with the legal minimum of 1.6mm, as this gives better grip.
You could also look at changing from summer tyres to winter tyres as these offer increased grip in snow, slush and ice.

Is your vehicle winter ready?
Don’t get caught out!
Top tips to make sure your car is winter ready.
Check that all lights, indicators and rear reflectors are clean.
Regular maintenance of your lights is crucial for driving safely, and it’s also the law, so it’s
something else you should keep an eye on all-year round.
But, as with your tyres, it’s even more important to check them regularly in bad weather.
Make sure there are no cracked lenses or blown bulbs and don’t forget to check full-beam
headlights, fog lights and indicators
Give your windscreen a thorough clean inside and out, run your finger down the wiper
blades to check for nicks and tears.
Check for any chips in the windscreen, as these can grow in the cold weather. Also, touch
up any chips in the bodywork as the salt deposits on the road can attack these.

Before setting off on a longer journey, check the weather forecast, travel news and safest
routes. Allow extra journey time to avoid having to rush. And if things are looking bad and
you don’t have to travel, don’t.
Clear all windows of snow and ice using a scraper and de-icer, and ensure you have
antifreeze in your car as well as a winter car kit.

Your winter car essentials should include:


A shovel and torch



Spare batteries and a blanket



A hi-visibility vest



Food and drink supplies



A scraper and de-icer



An atlas or map



And don't forget a fully charged mobile phone and a phone charger, too.

Community Speed Watch

Community Speed Watch is a great opportunity for local residents to take positive
action in respect of road safety within a controlled environment.
PCSO Taylor co-ordinates the scheme at a local level with the Community Speed Watch
Volunteers and Local Authority. Community Speed Watch Volunteers are responsible for
adherence to procedural guidelines regarding the handling of evidence, data protection
and all operating rules.
All speed watch sites will be risk assessed by the appropriate Local Authority in
consultation with Cheshire Police’s area Traffic Management Officer.
High visibility clothing will be provided by the Local Authority.
Community Speed Watch is designed to be used in situations which require the
monitoring of speed of vehicles in pursuit of the following activities:


Reduce death and injury on the roads.



Improve the quality of life for local communities.



Reduce traffic noise and pollution in local communities.

If you are interested in participating in a community speed watch scheme then drop me
an email for further details: paul.barker@cheshire.pnn.police.uk

Cheshire police alert
Cheshire Police Alert System
I realise that I have sent all members this update via Cheshire police alert! However I am
asking that you recommend the Alert service to all of your friends, family and colleagues.
They can either sign up themselves or ask any PCSO or police officer including myself to
sign them up. This way, myself and other police officers can contact a great number of
people with any important updates or alerts. (Including the monthly newsletter)
Sign up at…
https://www.cheshirepolicealert.co.uk/
Or if they prefer they can call 101 and ask an officer to sign them up. Easy!

‘Cheshire Police Alert is the community messaging system brought to you by Cheshire
Constabulary and servicing the whole of Cheshire.
By registering with Cheshire Police Alert, you receive news and appeals, local crime
information and crime prevention advice - direct to you as an e-mail, mobile text or voice
message.
Registering with this site is completely free, and not only allows you to receive messages
about your local area, but also allows you to feed back information to your local policing
teams to help them better police your neighbourhood.

Your local beat team

Cheshire Police has launched its new approach to community policing, which will see
dedicated police officers assigned to each of the county’s 122 policing areas to tackle
crime and support communities.

They will spend more time in the heart of their dedicated communities and be given time
to deal with issues that matter most to local residents.
Another benefit of the changes is local residents will have more opportunities than ever
before to directly contact their officers - either online, through social media, or face-toface during police surgeries.

